
Trinity Area School District 
Template for Curriculum Mapping 

 
Course:  Accounting III 
Grade:  10 - 12 
 

Overview of Course (Briefly describe what students should understand and be able to do as a result of engaging in this course): 

 
Overarching Big Ideas, Enduring Understandings, and Essential Questions 

(These “spiral” throughout the entire curriculum.) 
 

Big Idea 
 
Careers 

Standard(s) Addressed 
15.1.12.A 
Summarize professional designations, careers, 
and organization s within the field of accounting, 
including education and certification 
requirements. 
15.1.12.B 
Analyze the roles of policy-setting bodies in the 
accounting profession. 
 
 

Enduring Understanding(s) 
 

 To become a certified accountant, you 
need a four year college degree in 
accounting and you must pass the CPA 
exam. 

 In the field of accounting, there are 
many different career paths you may 
choose. 

 Working hard pays off. 

Essential Question(s) 
 

 How does having your CPA benefit your 
future? 

 What are the different careers, fields, 
and organizations within the field of 
accounting? 

 How does working hard in accounting 
help in your future endeavors. 

 
Analyzing 
 

15.1.12.I 
Differentiate between and journalize entries for 
issuance or repurchase of stock and the 
declaration and payment of dividends. 
15.1.12.E 
Perform accounting functions using technology 
as a tool. 
15.1.12.Y 
Determine and calculate taxable income and tax 
liability for both personal and business taxes. 
15.1.12.Z 
Demonstrate an auditing procedure that 
provides assurance that financial records are 
accurate. 
 

 
 Effectively analyzing stock reports 

and calculating dividends is an 
essential step when purchasing 
stocks. 

 Effectively using accounting based 
software will save time and money for 
a company. 

 Accuracy is important when 
calculating personal and business 
taxes. 

 Accuracy is an essential when auditing 
financial records. 
 

 
 How does analyzing stock reports 

impact your decision when purchasing 
stocks? 

 Why would you choose one form of 
accounting software over the other? 

 How does calculating your personal and 
business taxes effect your business 
decisions? 

 How can incorrectly auditing financial 
records affect the overall result of your 
financial condition? 



 
Create 
 
Design 
 
 
 
 
 

15.4.12.A 
Apply the creative and productive use of 
emerging technologies for educational and 
personal success. 
15.4.12.C 
Develop criteria for analyzing hardware options 
to meet defined needs 
15.4.12.G 
Create an advanced digital project using 
sophisticated design and appropriate 
software/applications. 
15.4.12.K 
Evaluate advanced multimedia work products 
and make recommendations based on the 
evaluation. 
 

 
 Staying updated with the latest 

technology is beneficial for both your 
educational and personal success. 

 Testing different software packages to 
meet your individual objectives is an 
essential part of developing proficient 
accounting practices. 

 Effectively formatting and designing a 
usable spreadsheet is essential part of 
understanding accounting concepts. 

 Evaluating different accounting 
software packages will save a 
business both time and money. 

 
 How does staying updated with the 

latest technology benefit your future? 
 Why would you choose one form of 

accounting software over the other? 
 How does being able to design and 

format your own spreadsheet benefit 
your future? 

 How can evaluating different 
accounting software packages save time 
and money? 

    
    
    
    
 

Big Ideas, Enduring Understandings, and Essential Questions Per Unit of Study 
(These do NOT “spiral” throughout the entire curriculum, but are specific to each unit.) 

 
Month of 
Instruction 
 
 

Title of 
Unit 
 
 

Big Idea(s) 
 
 
 

Standard(s) 
Addressed 
 
 

Enduring 
Understanding(s) 
 
 
 

Essential Question(s) 
(Essential Questions are 
broad and open ended.  
Sometimes, EQs can be 
debated.  A student’s 
answer to an EQ will help 
teachers determine if 
he/she truly 
understands.  Consider 
having only one or two 
EQs per Enduring 
Understanding.) 

Common 
Assessment(s)* 
(What assessments 
will all teachers of 
this unit use to 
determine if 
students have 
answered the 
Essential 
Questions?) 

Common 
Resource(s)* 
Used 
(What resources will 
all teachers of this 
unit use to help 
students understand 
the Big Ideas?) 



 
August – 
September 
Weeks 1 -2 

Meet the 
Big 4 
Accounting 
Firms 

Careers 
 
Technology 
 
Research 
 

15.1.12.A 
15.1.12.B 

The Big 4 are the elite 
Accounting Firms with 
locations throughout the 
country. 
 
Obtaining a license in 
Accounting will increase 
your changes for 
professional growth. 
 
 

 How would you 
decide which Big 
4 you would 
want to work 
for? 

 How would you 
decide which 
accounting 
license you want 
to obtain? 

  

September 
– October 
Weeks 3 - 9 
 

Excel – 
Designing 
Spreadshee
ts 

Technology 
 
Research 
 
Design 
 
Preparation 
 
Analyzing 

15.1.12.A 
15.1.12.C 
15.1.12.E 
15.1.12.G 
15.1.12.K 

Designing and 
formatting a workable 
Excel spreadsheet is an 
essential part of 
understanding an 
Accounting concept?  
 
Accurately applying 
formulas is vital when 
designing a spreadsheet. 
 
Effectively using Excel is 
reduces the chances of 
making errors. 
 
All financial statements 
can be formatted using 
an Excel spreadsheet. 
 
 

 How can 
designing an 
Excel 
spreadsheet 
increase your 
understand-ing 
of Excel? 

 Why is it 
important to 
correctly apply 
formulas to a 
spreadsheet? 

 How can using 
Excel reduce 
your chances of 
making errors? 

 How can 
formatting 
financial 
statements using 
Excel be 
beneficial to 
your future? 

  

November – Using Technology 15.1.12.A Peachtree is a major  How can   



December 
Weeks 10 - 
14 

Different 
Accounting 
Software 
Packages 

 
Research 
 
Design 
 
Preparation 
 
Analyzing 

15.1.12.C 
15.1.12.E 
15.1.12.G 
15.1.12.K 

Accounting software 
package used by 
Accountants. 
 
Understanding the basic 
features of Peachtree 
will save a company 
time and money. 
 
Quicken is used for both 
personal and business 
banking. 
 
Knowledge of different 
Accounting software 
packages makes you 
more marketable in the 
Accounting profession. 

knowing 
Peachtree be 
beneficial to you 
career in 
Accounting? 

 How can using 
Peachtree save a 
company time 
and money? 

 How can 
knowing how to 
use Quicken be 
of value to you 
both personally 
and 
professionally? 

 How can being 
able to use 
different types 
of accounting 
software be 
beneficial in 
your future? 

December – 
January 
Weeks 15 - 
18 

Automated 
Accounting 
Simulation 
 

Technology 
 
Research 
 
Design 
 
Preparation 
 
Analyzing 

15.1.12.A 
15.1.12.C 
15.1.12.E 
15.1.12.G 
15.1.12.I 
15.1.12.K 
15.1.12.Y 
15.1.12.Z 
 

Completing an 
automated Accounting 
simulation prepares you 
for real world 
experiences. 
 
A good foundation of 
Accounting is essential 
when completing an 
accounting simulation. 
 
Accuracy is an essential 
step when entering 

 How would 
completing an 
automated 
Accounting 
simulation be 
like real work 
experiences? 

 Why is it 
essential to have 
a good 
background in 
Accounting 
before 

  



financial data in the 
computer. 

completing an 
automated 
simulation? 

 How can 
entering 
financial data 
accurately be 
important? 

 
 
 

* Some teachers may need to think about the assessments and resources used in order to determine the Big Ideas, Enduring Understandings, and 
Essential Questions embedded in their courses.  At this point in your curriculum mapping, you might want to ignore the “Common Assessments” and 
“Common Resources Used” columns.  However, you may use them if you wish. 


